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Australia’s Earth Observation Community Plan 2026 
2018 Activities

Continued National Coordination 
Priorities  + Actions

400+ members

4 Industry Groups
AU$5.3 billion annual activity1.

All national + state agencies

Working Groups now addressing:
5 priorities of  the Plan

Outcomes:
• Implementation Plan – 2017‐
• Earth Observation Australia
• National EO Infrastructure 
• Basis for Space Agency

1. ACIL Allen Consulting (2015) ‘The Value of Earth Observations from Space to Australia: 
Report to the CRC for Spatial Information
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• Vision for Australian  Earth Observation 2026

• By 2026, the Australian Earth Observation sector will develop and deliver high‐quality EO information, 
infrastructure, and services that are used widely by government, industry, research and the community in 
Australia and internationally.

• The Plan delivers a unifying focus to motivate and guide the Australian Earth Observation community to take a 
coordinated set of actions that will advance Australia’s Earth Observation capability, while growing innovative 
partnerships across government, industry, and research and education to ensure Australia’s economy, 
governments, society and environments can be sustained and improved.
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Priorities: 

1. Connection and Coordination — establishing a consistent vision within the 
Australian EO community, and delivering processes for internal coordination to 
ensure effective collaboration, resource use, and advocacy for EO in Australia and 
internationally.

2. Securing Australia’s Role in the International EO Community — Australia must 
be an essential component of the international EO capability, delivering benefits to 
the international community and securing our access to and involvement in 
international EO programmes.

3. Infrastructure and People — developing, supporting and sustaining a wealth of 
trained professionals and quality infrastructure to enable world-leading EO 
research, innovation and application development.

4. Access to EO Data and Services — ensuring all Australian EO producers and 
users can easily and reliably access the data and services they need.

5. Generating Value — strengthening end-user engagement to enable delivery of 
high quality EO products and services suited to user needs, and supporting 
commercial development of EO applications.
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Data Portal‐Store

Public  Software
Code Store

Commercial 
Software

Private IndustryPublic ‐ Research

• Need to resolve multiple: Data, Code Store, Processing and Delivery Environments 
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 Infrastructure…..
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 National Collaborative Research Infrastructure and EO
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Australian Earth Observation Research Infrastructure 
AEORI 

Coordination Office
Function: Development, Leadership and Management

Form:  Host organisation, Director, Business Manager, Finance, Legal, Communication

Calibration + Validation Platform

Function: Expand existing infrastructure to build 
national calibration and validation capability
Node 1‐ Instrumentation + Networks
Node 2‐ Calibration
Node 3 ‐ Validation

Experimental to Operating Platform

Function: Enable development of new EO applications by 
government, industry and research
Node 1‐ EO Testbeds
Node 2 – New Sensors and Platforms
Node 3‐ EO Research to Operational Infrastructure

NCRIS facilities 
built on:

• TERN
• IMOS
• AuSCOPE
• PlantPhenomics
• Others as req’d
• NEPS
• AITC ‐Mt Stromlo
• NCI/ANDS

Operational EO 
Infrastructure linked 
to:
• Geoscience 

Australia
• Bureau of 

Meteorology
• Defence 
• Foreign Space 

Agencies
• Australian Private 

Industry
• International 

Private Industry
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Thanks for your input and attention!

www.eoa.org.au
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Australia’s Earth Observation Community Plan 2026 

108 specific projects
5 National Coordination 
Priorities  + Actions

145 individuals

4 Industry Groups
AU$5.3 billion annual activity1.

All national + state agencies

5 key questions
Outcomes:
Implementation Plan – 2017‐
Earth Observation Australia 

Outputs:

1. ACIL Allen Consulting (2015) ‘The Value of Earth Observations from Space to Australia: 
Report to the CRC for Spatial Information


